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Violet Velvet Mittens with Everything
: The Fabulous Life of Diana Vreeland
by Deborah Blumenthal, illustrated by Rachel Katstaller
Publisher: Princeton Architectural Press, Age: 4-8, 48 pages 

This wonderful true story of iconic fashion editor Diana Vreeland teaches young 
readers that individuality is to be celebrated, and that even extraordinary dreams can 
come true.

This beautiful picture book captures the dramatic, spectacular world of fashion icon 
Diana Vreeland, whose legacy at Harper's Bazaar, Vogue, and the Costume Institute of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art continues to influence the fashion world today. 

As a little girl in Paris, Vreeland loved to read and dance, and most of all dress up. Her 
love of originality persisted through her career in fashion, where her work was colorful, 
zany, and never, ever boring. Violet Velvet Mittens with Everything captures Vreeland's 
larger-than-life personality with an infectiously extravagant tone and style, showing 
young readers that above dazzling and daring, being yourself makes the most lasting 
impact of all.

Key Topic 
Biography
Fashion 
Art

A Bologna Ragazzi Award "100 Best Picture Books of the Year" selection

"This book does what the best picture book bios do: It makes the subject inviting while 
offering a path for young readers on how they might live their own lives. One of the more 
charming books of the year."—School Library Journal





Hedy and her Amazing Invention 
by Jan Wahl, illustrated by Morgana Wallace
Publisher: Penny Candy Books, Age: 7-11, 36 pages 

From Coretta Scott King Honor and Christopher Medal-winner Jan Wahl, this inspiring 
chapter book teaches kids about the pioneering scientific work and courage of Hedy 
Lamarr, the famous Hollywood actress who fought against old-fashioned parents, a 
domineering husband, prejudice, and stereotypes to become an accomplished inventor 
whose work helped pave the way for many of the communications technologies we 
enjoy today.

Key Topic 
Biography
Inventor

"Jan Wahl distills the eventful life of Hollywood actress and inventor Hedy Lamarr in this 
grade school biography. It is illuminating and illustrated and is sure to be inspiring for 
young scientists with its message that 'Hedy wanted to be more than just a pretty girl'...A 
luminous tribute to a remarkable woman who carved out an independent and creative life 
of her own design." —Foreword Reviews, starred review

"This is a clear and interesting portrait, and Hedy is portrayed as a strong, intelligent 
woman full of talent and innovation and is sure to provide young readers with inspiration 
and encouragement to investigate new ideas of their own."—Kirkus Reviews





Peace and Me
Science and Me
by Ali Winter, illustrated by Mickael El Fathi
Publisher: Lantana, Age: 8-12, 40 pages 

Peace and Me: Inspired by the Lives of Nobel Peace Prize Laureates

A must for anyone interested in exploring this essential issue of our times, this child-
friendly exploration of what peace means to you and me is a book for every bookshelf. 
Amnesty International endorses this book because it shows how standing up for other 
people makes the world a better, more peaceful place.

Key Topic 
Biographies
Social Activists
Science

Science and Me: Inspired by the Discoveries of Nobel Prize Laureates in 
Physics, Chemistry and Medicine 

A glimpse into the often surprising lives and sometimes accidental discoveries of a 
group of extraordinary scientists, this fascinating collection shows that the science you 
learn at school really can change the world.

“Winter and El Fathi give a satisfying flavor of the work that guided scientific and moral 
compasses, while highlighting aspects of the scientists’ personal histories“
―The New York Times

“A beautifully executed, powerful book. A remarkable addition to illustrated biography 
collections”—SLJ (starred review)





Two Truths and a Lie
by Ammi-Joan Paquette, Laurie Ann Thompson
Illustrated by Lisa K. Weber
Publisher: HarperCollins, Age: 8-12, 176 pages 

Crazy-but-true stories about the natural world, history, geography, and human 
achievement. A fun way for middle graders to explore ways to separate fact from 
fiction.

Welcome to Two Truths and a Lie! You’ve heard of the game: Every story in this book is 
strange and astounding, but one out of every three is an outright lie. Picking out the 
fakes isn’t as easy as you think, however. Some false stories are based on truth, and 
some often true stories are just plain unbelievable! Don’t be fooled by the photos that 
accompany each story—it’s going to take all your smarts and some clever research to 
ferret out the truth.Key Topic 

Mysteries and Wonder
Science & Nature
Animal
History

“Considering the fresh attention being paid to teaching a skeptical approach to 
information evaluation, this series opener couldn’t be better timed. A brief but savvy guide 
to responsible research methods adds further luster to this crowd pleaser.” 
—ALA Booklist (starred review)

“An engaging, entertaining compendium that will inform and confound.”
― Kirkus Reviews



10 AT 10
: The Surprising Childhoods of Ten Remarkable People
by Carlyn Beccia
Publisher: Lerner, Age: 8-12, 56 pages 

This middle-grade nonfiction anthology takes a look at ten cultural icons at age ten 
and gives us a glimpse of what each was like at a formative age.

We’re all familiar with the image of a middle-aged Albert Einstein standing in front of a 
chalkboard full of complicated mathematical formulas. But what was the most famous 
scientist of the twentieth century like as a ten year old? Kids might be surprised to 
learn Einstein gave his little sister a hard time, that he exasperated his teachers, and 
that if it hadn’t been for a family friend named Max Talmud who recognized Einstein’s 
gift for conceptual thinking, we might never have had the Theory of Relativity.

Audrey Hepburn, Louis Armstrong, Frida Kahlo―we know the names, but do we know 
what some of history's most famous figures were like at the age of ten?

Carlyn Beccia presents ten brief and beautifully illustrated biographies 
to give young readers a fresh look at the lives of people they may only
know through history books. Colorful timelines provide context and
add additional details about these extraordinary lives.

Key Topic 
Biographies
History





Fashion Rebels 
: Style Icons Who Changed the World through Fashion
by Carlyn Cerniglia Beccia
Publisher: S&S, Age: 8-12, 176 pages 

Get to know the women who’ve wielded the power of fashion and brought about 
change with this illustrated biography that features twenty-five of history’s most 
influential fashion icons.

Throughout time, daring women have made fashion choices that have altered the 
course of history. From Marie Antoinette, who wore a hairstyle as large as her 
presence, to Coco Chanel, who imagined a world without rib crushing corsets and 
heavy gowns, to Katharine Hepburn, who walked around the studio in her underwear 
when studio executives refused to let her wear her then-scandalous jeans, these 
women were mavericks as well as rebellious icons.

Their fashion choices mirrored and redefined what it meant to be a woman in their era. 
They didn’t follow trends or cultural conventions, but instead set the course with their 
own style. Their brave and inventive fashion choices paved the way for female 
empowerment.

Key Topic 
Biographies
Fashion 

“Beccia's empowering snapshots show how women from all walks of life 
can and have used fashion to command; not to be missed.”
—Kirkus Reviews





Evicted! 
: The Struggle for the Right to Vote
by Alice Faye Duncan
Publisher: Calkins Creek, Age: 9-12, 64 pages 

“An empathic tribute that will resonate amid present-day conversations about 
voter suppression." —Publishers Weekly

“[A] historical look back to Fayette County, Tennessee, and the struggles of Black 
citizens who fought to gain the right to vote... The Fayette movement is presented 
in a compelling way, and readers will enjoy hearing and learning about this 
tumultuous period of history... a vivid picture book." —School Library Connection

This critical civil rights book for middle-graders examines the little-known 
Tennessee's Fayette County Tent City Movement in the late 1950s and reveals what 
is possible when people unite and fight for the right to vote. Powerfully conveyed 
through interconnected stories and told through the eyes of a child, this book 
combines poetry, prose, and stunning illustrations to shine light on this forgotten 
history.

Key Topic 
Social justice 
Civil rights
Black Lives Matter Movement





They Lost Their Heads!
: What Happened to Washington's Teeth, Einstein's Brain, 
and Other Famous Body Parts
by Carlyn Beccia
Publisher: Bloomsbury, Age: 8-12, 192 pages 

From the kidnapping of Einstein's brain to the horrifying end of Louis XIV's heart, the 
mysteries surrounding some of history's most famous body parts range from medical to 
macabre. Carlyn Beccia explores the misadventures of noteworthy body parts through 
history and springboards to exploring STEM topics such as forensics, DNA testing, brain 
science, organ donation, and cloning. The engaging tone, wonderfully creepy subject matter, 
and delightfully detailed art are sure to capture even the most reluctant readers.

Key Topic 
History
Science
Human body

" Entertaining and fascinating, with a clever incorporation of STEM topics.” ―Booklist

““An equal mix of history, science, and biography, the . . . text is straightforward and 
logical; the tone light and entertaining. Interesting black-and-white, hand-drawn 
illustrations perfectly mirror the content and tone. Well-researched.” ―VOYA

“Beccia's light, cheeky approach to the subject matter is tailor-made for 
a middle-grade audience . . . Readers fond of the gruesome and grotesque 
with a heavy dose of humor will find much to enjoy here.” 
―Kirkus Reviews





Wonder Women of Science
: How 12 Geniuses Are Rocking Science, Technology, 
and the World
by Tiera Fletcher, Ginger Rue, illustrated by Sally Wern Comport
Publisher: Candlewick, Age: 8-12, 208 pages 

What does it take to be a STEM genius? Check out these exciting, highly readable profiles 
of a dozen contemporary women who are on the cutting edge of scientific research.

Searching the cosmos for a new Earth. Using math to fight human trafficking. Designing 
invisible (and safer) cars. Unlocking climate-change secrets. All of this groundbreaking 
science, and much more, is happening right now, spearheaded by the diverse female 
scientists and engineers profiled in this book..

Key Topic 
Biographies
STEM

"While traditional collective biographies celebrate luminaries from the past, this book 
introduces 12 women who are actively engaged in STEM fields…The color illustrations 
include some snapshots of these “wonder women” as kids and a creative, full-page 
portrait of each as an adult, accompanied by visual elements suggestive of her field. In 
this unusually appealing guide to STEM career pathways, students will find inspiration, 
motivation, and useful information in equal measure.”—Booklist, starred

“Outstanding backmatter rounds out this excellent presentation. 
A fine choice for inspiring future scientists.” —Kirkus Rievews, starred



Be A Changemaker 
: How to Start Something That Matters
by Laurie Ann Thompson
Publisher: Simon Pulse, Age: 12+, 240 pages 

Awards:
•Winner of the 2015 Coalition of Visionary Resources Book of the Year Award
•Winner of the 2015 SCBWI Crystal Kite Members' Choice Award, West Division
•Recipient of the Parents' Choice Recommended Seal
•Winner of a 2015 Nautilus Silver Award for Young Adult Nonfiction
•Winner of a 2015 Moonbeam Awards Gold Medal
•Winner of a 2015 Gelett Burgess Children's Book Award
•A Junior Library Guild selection
•A 2014 Cybils Award finalist

Empower yourself in today’s highly connected, socially conscious world as you learn 
how to wield your passions, digital tools, and the principles of social 
entrepreneurship to affect real change in your schools, communities, and beyond.

Do you wish you could make a difference in your community or even the world? Are 
you one of the millions of high school teens with a service-learning requirement? This 
inspiring guide will teach you how to research ideas, build a team, recruit supportive 
adults, fundraise, host events, work the media, and, most importantly, create lasting 
positive change. Apply lessons from the business world to problems that need solving 
andbecome a savvy activist with valuable skills that will benefit you for a lifetime!

Key Topic 
Self-help for Teen & YA



From a Whisper to a Rallying Cry 
: The Killing of Vincent Chin and the Trial that 
Galvanized the Asian American Movement
by Paula Yoo
Publisher: Norton Young Readers, Age: 12+, 384 pages 

A suspenseful, nuanced, and authoritative portrait of a pivotal moment in civil rights 
history, and a man who became a symbol against hatred and racism.

Key Topic 
Civil & human rights
Violence social issue

Awards:
•Winner of the 2021 Boston Globe Horn Book Award for Nonfiction
•Longlisted for the 2021 National Book Award for Young People's Literature
•Finalist for the 2022 YALSA Award for Excellence in Young Adult Nonfiction
•An NPR Best Book of 2021
•A Washington Post Best Children's Book of 2021
•A Time Young Adult Best Book of 2021
•A Kirkus Reviews Best Children's Book of 2021
•A Publishers Weekly Best Young Adult Book of 2021
•A School Library Journal Best Book of 2021
•A Horn Book Best Book of 2021

"This clear and lucid account, based on in-depth research, superlatively conveys the 
context and significance of the events.... An accessible and compelling account of a 
tragedy that resonates through the decades.” ― Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

"Suspenseful.... [A] resonant, painstakingly recreated historical account.“ ― Publishers 
Weekly (starred review)



The Woman All Spies Fear
: Code Breaker Elizebeth Smith Friedman and Her Hidden Life
by Amy Butler Greenfield
Publisher: Random House, Age: 12+, 336 pages 

•A YALSA EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION FINALIST 
•A KIRKUS BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR

An inspiring true story about a woman who pioneered codebreaking in WWI and 
WWII but was only recently recognized for her extraordinary contributions.

Elizebeth Smith Friedman had a rare talent for spotting patterns and solving puzzles. 
These skills led her to become one of the top cryptanalysts in America during both 
World War I and World War II.

Key Topic 
Biography
Science and Technology

“A captivating account of the life and critical contributions of 'one of the most formidable 
code breakers in the world.'” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Greenfield delivers the tale with enthusiasm and narrative flair, including lots of photos 
of her photogenic subject.” —BCCB, starred review

“Inspiring, informative, and entertaining.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review



Things We Haven't Said
: Sexual Violence Survivors Speak
by Erin Moulton
Publisher: Zest Books, Age: 12+, 208 pages 

A powerful collection of poems, essays, letters, vignettes and interviews written by a 
diverse group of impressive adults who survived sexual violence as children and 
adolescents. Structured to incorporate creative writing to engage the reader and 
informative interviews to dig for context, this anthology is a valuable resource of 
hope, grit and honest conversation that will help teens tackle the topic of sexual 
violence, upend stigma and maintain hope for a better future.

Key Topic 
Sexual abuse
Social activist biographies

"A necessary and powerful resource.”― Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

"This inclusive, poignant look at a diverse representation of sexual assault survivors 
tackles an extremely sensitive subject with hope, tools, and resources to not only 
build a working vernacular for assault victims but to empower teens who have been 
assaulted.”― Booklist (starred review)

“A necessary book on a topic that is often shrouded in silence. All YA collections will want 
to consider.”―School Library Journal



My Name Is Jason. Mine Too 
: Our Story. Our Way.
by Jason Reynolds, Jason Griffin 
Publisher: Atheneum, Age: 12+, 96 pages 

A stunning visual autobiography of two crazy-talented besties, bestselling and award-
winning author Jason Reynolds and painter Jason Griffin, who could never be who 
they are singularly if they weren’t who they were together.

Once upon a time in America, there were two Jasons. Jason Reynolds and Jason Griffin. 
One a poet. One an artist. One Black. One white. Two voices. One journey in mind: to 
move to New York, the city of dreams, to make their own dreams come true. Willing to 
have a life not un-hard, so long as it wasn’t unhappy. Willing to let the city swallow 
them whole, so long as it gives them their chance. They had each other. “What if 
painting was a sin, and the poetry became taboo. And no one ever clapped for me 
again. My question is, would you?”

They clapped. Oh, they clapped. And aren’t we glad?

Key Topic 
Artist Biographies

“This compact, inspirational volume stands as a testament to the value of artistic 
expression and the power of friendship in self-discovery.” 
—Publishers Weekly, starred review


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

